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From a very early age, I learned of the august power of water as nearly every year someone – often, a visitor 
or newcomer – was swept off the pier in St. Joseph, Michigan near where I grew up.  I’ve witnessed firsthand 
the devastation of water’s impact on the lives of residents, whose homes were literally carried away by 
Superstorm Sandy and like so many, I’ve been traumatized as I’ve trapsed through the muck of sewage in 
basements nearly every year in the last decade.   
 
Washing away potential infection from your child’s booboo or settling into a steamy, hot bubble bath with 
Epsom salts demonstrate in the most-simplest of ways, water’s healing ways.   
 
More than 70% of our planet is water and approximately 60% of you and I is made of that same liquid.  
WATER IS LIFE!  Hinkley, CA, Jackson, MS, Flint, Benton Harbor, Bay City, Puerto Rico, Pakistan, Detroit and 
more importantly, to those of us gathered here, our small, little corner of the world – Jefferson-Chalmers.   
 
My neighbors and dare I say, friends and supporters hold me out as an expert and I’ll accept that title, if and 
only if, we recognize the hundreds – no, thousands of geniuses in our small, Nantucket, Venice-like hamlet 
where the Detroit River, Conner and Fox Creek as well as the Jefferson Interceptor surround us with water.   
 
We all know this community was drawn from the water of the Grand Marsh and in recent years, its life blood 
has challenged us in new ways and we cannot and will not allow bureaucratic silos or complacent bureaucrats 
to prevent our community from not only realizing its promise, but securing its future as a sustainable, healthy, 
affordable and robust place to live, work, play, recreate and revive.   
 
In canvassing for community meetings, I was reminded as Ms. Harris often does, about the amazing diversity 
of homes, from modest to mansions, big and small, classic and classy, manicured and messy – and, all 
beautiful in their own unique way.   
 
The Jefferson-Chalmers Water Access, Technology, Education and Recreation – WATER Project is a 
comprehensive framework that has three goals:  1) keep sewage out of basements and canals; 2) keep 
stormwater out of the system; and 3) keep the Great Lakes out of the neighborhood.  It recognizes the 
interconnected water resource management challenges in our community and requires us to identify solutions 
that respond to the intersectionality of those problems.   
 
We seek a partnership with the City Administration.  Equity, equality and respect must be the hallmarks for all 
parties.  However, to be clear, we oblige you and demand of you a comprehensive and not only right – but, 
righteous solution as we will not accept a cheap fix.  Therefore,  

• You MUST – REMOVE us from the FEMA Floodplain and unlock investment;  
• You MUST – ENSURE clean water fill our faucets and our canals; 
• You MUST – PREVENT sewage from filling our basements and poisoning our lives; and   
• You MUST – NEVER close our canals – NOT PARTIALLY, NOT TEMPORARILY, NOT EVER!! 

 
The famous architect Daniel Burnham suggested and I paraphrase that we should, “Make no little plans as 
they have no magic to stir hearts.”  These are not grand gestures or conjecture about our future.  We need 
cutting edge, best practice and sustainable solutions.  We need bold and cooperative leadership from our 
elected officials and agency representatives – and from within our community and we will accept nothing less.  
 
As a “group of angelic troublemakers,” we will follow the path of Bayard Rustin, and “be enraged by injustice, 
but not be destroyed by it.”  There is little doubt we are proud of and will protect our place, but as Abraham 
Lincoln said, “A person should be proud of the place in which they live – and they should so live, that their 
place would be proud of them.”   
 
Make us proud!! 


