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Generations on Fox Creek
Casey and Joe Kaled Darius Watkins

Casey and Joe Kaled had been wanting to
return to the neighborhood of Joe’s youth,
where he ice skated on Fox Creek and where
a nickel bought him a handful of worms and
candy at the store at Essex and Manistique,
soon to be a Farm-to-Table Grocery store
owned by their now neighbor.

Darius Watkins, DW, as he prefers to be
called, also returned to the neighborhood of
his youth after the grandparents that raised
him, bequeathed him their home. DW stands out when he stands up, but his enthusiasm, huge smile, boisterous
presence, eloquence and sense of style cause him to be noticed in other ways. There is little doubt in the minds of more
senior members of the community, this guy has leader written all over him.

College pulled him to Ypsilanti and Eastern Michigan University. But when his grandmother became ill, he made a
conscious choice and his return to Jefferson-Chalmers pays homage to his grandparents, John and Lucille Mapp.

Casey spends her days driving disabled Grosse Pointe
children to school and other appointments. Joe spends his
days fishing. Casey retired from a career as a phlebotomist
and while Joe spent decades as a machinist with several
well-known automotive suppliers, he put away his
burnishing cloth and micrometer a few years ago. He still
tinkers with and makes stuff and spends time polishing a
restored 1959 18 Alumacraft, his pride and joy, that Sierra
Club and Detroit Free Press reps were fortunate to cruise
the canals in recently.

With a degree in Business Administration from EMU, DW
used his skills at a local nonprofit and he’s taking a beat
while he considers his next move. From what we’ve seen,
wherever he lands will be good for him, better for them.

Both DW and the Kaleds live on Fox Creek. Both have boat wells. Joe and Casey have a robust garden with a deflated
Tiger Dam that separates it from and makes for a clumsy and somewhat hazardous access to the canal. Joe and Casey
call an impressive brick bungalow home and Mr. Watikins, a modest Dutch Colonial.

All three of them have spoken up at more than one of the recent meetings with City Officials, have attended multiple
community meetings and educational events hosted by the Jefferson-Chalmers WATER Project and they have all
volunteered to advance the mission of the Project.

Joe’s draw to the water is obvious, but like da Vinci, Casey will tell you, “Water is the driving force of all nature.”

DW’s insightful words include, “Water is important for me, because, it was important to my Grandparents. They fished in
Fox Creek to feed us. They moved from the South to Detroit because of the water.

Because of this community. | want to honor them and generations to come by being a part of this community and our fight
to protect the water. Our human bodies are over 60% water. The Earth is 70% water. Water is life. The teachings | have
learned from my elders instruct us to protect it and take care of it, so it can take care of you.”




