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   WATER Voices  
The Spirit and the Soil 

• Wayne Curtis • Myrtle Thompson • Reverends Michelle & Al Baylor • James & Laurie Armelagos •  
 
Wayne Curtis is a Vietnam Vet, former Black Panther and amazing artist.  
The Inaugural Opening of the Gallery of Revolution inside James and 
Grace Boggs Center recently highlighted and demonstrated to all those 
present the amazing breadth of his talent.  His partner Myrtle Thompson-
Curtis is a life-long Detroiter and community organization.  She has a 
soulful approach to her engagement with the community and is a leader 
not only in Jefferson-Chalmers, but seen as a stalwart champion of the 
people and the planet throughout the city and metropolitan area.  They 
are an integral part of the next wave of environmental consciousness in 
our community, the robust urban gardening movement.  Specifically, they 
are the brains and more so, the heart behind the Feedom Freedom 
Garden in the 800 Block of Manistique.   
 
James and Laurie came to Jefferson-Chalmers from Lansing through the 
inspiration of Christian fellowship at Hope Community Church.  James is   
actively involved with the WATER Project, has attended every Community Meeting and they have even hosted a meeting last November.  
James has this balanced intensity and humane calm.  He’s committed to racial equity and overcoming social injustice and is unique and diligent 
in those movements, especially, given the privilege of his race and gender.   
 
While the Reverends Baylors (we refer to them in plural), Al and Michelle, are relatively new the community, they have quickly embraced the 
work of the WATER Project and have jumped in with all four feet to advance its cause.  They both heard the call to serve several times.  First, 
in duty to our country in the US Army.  Then, as medical professionals – Al a surgeon with a tall stack of credentials, Michelle, a nurse.  And, 
now, in the ministry of God’s word in a “Small Church with a Big Heart,” Immanuel Grace African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, 490 
Conner Avenue at Essex.  Their daughters, Ashley and Amber are also active in their ministry.   
 
The garden was severely damaged as 
combined sewage was propelled from 
the outfall under Jefferson Avenue, 
relocating Tiger Dams and destroying 
the orchard, raised beds, heavy garden 
equipment and flagstone walkway   That 
did not dissuade them.  Beyond access 
to fresh food, folks at Feedom Freedom 
get their hands dirty and they 
encourage others to do the same while 
the Garden also hosts a market of 
vendors on the second and fourth     
Sunday of the month from June to October and cooking demonstrations.  While many pay homage to their leadership, for Baba Wayne and 
Mama Myrtle, it’s a family affair along with dedicated volunteers, all involved, all present.  A regular host of WATER Project meetings at the 
Kulture HUB (House of United Beings) on the corner of Manistique and Korte.  As a community resource, the HUB is available for meetings 
and events and where the BEST example of a rain garden can be seen in the front yard. 
 
James is helping lead our Water Quality Committee, auditing current discharge permits issued by Michigan’s Environment, Great Lakes and the 
Environment using his skills as. microbiologist and Quality Assurance (QA) officer at the State’s Bureau of Laboratories.  He is working with 
Mike Reed from the Detroit Zoological Society to encourage the next generation of scientists as we engage science students from local 
schools.  The first round of sampling in Fox Creek is scheduled for late March.  The Armelagos’ basement filled with toxic sewage for three 
hours!  Their massive collection of children’s play and educational property was destroyed and like so many, a half-lifetime irreplaceable 
memorabilia was lost forever.   
 
Services at Immanuel AME are at 11:30 on Sunday, but the Baylors are in service to the community more than one day a week with an active 
Food Pantry.  The church’s location in the community’s topographical swale and adjacency to the GLWA plants that failed filled the basement 
with more than the 9’ of sewage and the pressure was so strong, it blew the solid steel basement door off its hinges.  The place is as good as 
new and they’ll be hosting us next week on March 15, 6-8 pm, for our Electeds Roundtable.   
 
Ma Myrtle will tell you, “It’s all about the water, WATER IS LIFE!  James would say, “Air quality + Water quality + Soil quality = HUMAN spiritual, 
mental and emotional and therefore, physical (and in some ways, financial) Quality!”  And the Baylors simply say “water is essential fo life”   
 
Myrtle, James and the Baylors along with Richard Feldman from the Boggs Center are planning a Unity Breakfast for the Jefferson-
Chalmers WATER Project on the morning of April 29.   


