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  WATER Voices  
Generations in Jefferson-Chalmers 

• Susan Colts • Dexter Gentry 
 
Like so many in our community, both Susan and Dexter are lifelong Detroiters, but also, lifelong residents of the Jefferson-Chalmers 
neighborhood.  They are both also connected to multiple generations of their family tree that have lived within blocks of each other.  Both have 
a deep love and connection to our waterfront parks, specifically Maheras/Gentry on our community’s western edge.  And, like so many in our 
community they were both devastated by the June 2021 storm.   
 

 

Susan, also known as, Susie, Sueway, Susu 
and Nana Suz live in a two-family home on 
Navahoe with her 90-year-old mother, Vivian 
Colts.  Her brother, Richard lives with her 
mom in upper with Susan in the lower flat.  
Her grandparents, Robert and Eunice Colbert 
purchased the home in the late 1950’s.  They 
raised six children.  Vivian raised nine.   
 
Dexter’s grandparents, William and Eudora 
Gentry, purchased the home on Tennessee in 
early 1920’ at a time when restrictive real 
estate practices prevented African-Americans   

from owning property east of Algonquin.  In the three streets of Clairpointe-Tennessee-Conner – CTC – as it’s known, there were multiple 
generations of families, creating a tight knit neighborhood.  The elder Gentrys had five children and Bronson and Lois Gentry had four, which 
included Dexter.    
 
On the night of the June 2021 storm, water began to fill Susie’s home and as the water rose in the basement, her brother waded through waist 
high water to unplug the freezer that later, was floating as the basement filled nearly to the top of her steps.  Outside, water surrounded her 
home right up to her front porch.  Dexter will tell you that homes and streets in the neighborhood have been flooding for decades.  As a child, 
he slept in the basement with his brothers.  Their beds were on cinder blocks to keep them up out of the water with their boots nearby, so if the 
woke to water, they could put on their boots right away.  “Neighborhood kids rode through sewage on their bikes all the time.  We didn’t give it a 
second thought but they just didn’t know.”   
 
Ms. Colts has had a variety of people-oriented 
professions including her current work as a home 
health care worker and recently, she’s been able 
to do that for her mother.  Mr. Gentry was a high 
school athlete, served in the Navy’s Seabees and 
was an electrician at DTE.  He does an 
occasional electrical project with his company 
Busy Bee Electric.   
 
Susan regularly seeks out the peace and 
tranquility of a waterfront park that bears the 
name of Dexter’s father, Bronson Gentry.  In the 
50’s, when Detroit’s City Council moved the       
funds for a proposed recreational center and pool to a white neighborhood, Bronson threaten to bus Black kids to a white neighborhood’s pool, 
the Council reversed its action and a new Recreation Center was built.  To learn more about the history of Bronson Gentry and his legacy, 
search YouTube: “Abandoned Detroit-Maheras Gentry Park” and “An American Moment:  Bronson Gentry a Maheras/Gentry Park.”  The latter 
is narrated by the famous, James Earl Jones.   
 

  

In the mid-90, Bronson again led the charge to 
protect the parks from private development.  
Dexter will tell you that, “water is nature’s 
nectar for the body and soul.  From a cool mist 
morning dew and soft rains to tsunamis and 
hurricanes, water is essential to life, but it can 
also damage and destroy.”   
 
Susie is drawn to water wherever it is, be it the 
Detroit River at the foot of Maheras/Gentry 
Park or steps from a cruise ship in the 
Caribbean.  “I know first-hand the power of 
water.  It calms our souls.  It heals our body.  I 
love the water.”  


