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     On May 15, the City
Planning Commission
recommended Planned
Development (PD) re-
zoning for the Proposed
Freud St. Pump Station. 
     This action is counter to
months of opposition by  
     See GLWA Plans, page 2.  

     Heavy equipment like
cranes, a front end loader
and vibrating impact
hammers have been
working at the corner of
East Jefferson and
Ashland for more than a
year. 
See Fox Creek CSO, page 2.

     While the Administration is
on record in October of 2022
stating, “We are not going to
look at that option,” the City’s
CDBG-DR Draft Action Plan,
once again advanced an
approach to flood protection
that includes FLOOD WALLS
on Clairpointe at the entry to
KAM Marine/Bayview Yacht
Club and STOP LOGS on
three waterways including 
     See Canals and Flood walls,
page 2.  

$73M DWSD Project??
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    The Jefferson-Chalmers WATER Project is working to find resilient and sustainable
solutions to water resource and climate challenges in our community as we seek to
create a vibrant place where people live, work, play, recreate and find refuge. 

Important Dates
WATER Project 

Community Meetings
Wed., June 4 - 6-8 PM

East Lake Baptist Church
12400 E. Jefferson

Wed., Sept. 24 - 6-8 PM
East Lake Baptist Church

12400 E. Jefferson

Jefferson-Chalmers 
Farmer’s Market

www.jcfm48215.org
2nd and 4th Sunday
June 22 - October 12

869 Emerson 
(New Location!) 

     To Advertise with or Contribute to the
Grand Marais Gazette contact:
info@jeffersonchalmerswaterproject.org

Fox Creek CSO cont’d.  
     However, little is known about the scope of the GLWA project.
City Council rejected the Detroit Building Authority’s (DBA)
project in this area, yet seawalls and rip-rap have been installed.
The work has narrowed the channel, increasing the pace and speed
of future discharges and creating a greater opportunity for flooding
and damage to residents downstream. 
     Dept. of Environment, Great Lakes and Environment’s
(EGLE) Permit to discharge expired on October 1, 2022. Neither
EGLE nor GLWA have provided an update since resident leaders
and members of The WATER Project met with EGLE officials in
July 2023.
     To learn more about the DBA Project and GLWA’s Permit to
discharge combined sewage, visit The WATER Project website and
click on “Studies + Reports,” page 3. 

     The CDBG-DR Draft Action
Plan on page 29 included a chart
of Detroit Water & Sewerage
Dept. priorities, including a $73
million Jefferson-Chalmers
Direct Discharge System
Project.  
     The project calls for
construction of collection
sewers, detention and pump
stations for direct discharge to
the river.  According to the Plan,
the project is the highest priority
for DWSD and the earliest date
for construction is proposed for
2030.  

     Financed by EGLE, the one-
acre, five-story, industrial use
includes a 2,500 pipe whose
installation/excavation on Navahoe,
will destroy all the trees. 
     The PD designation gives CPC
some flexibility to place additional
requirements on GLWA and City
Council must approve CPC’s
recommendation following a public
hearing, likely in the fall.
     On April 9, GLWA revealed
plans for the recently acquired East
Lake Baptist Church Campus. 
    Visit The WATER Project
website and click on “GLWA Project
Review” button, page 1 where you
will find 11 reports and project
related documents.  

     Thanks, Planet Detroit for their quality climate, equity, health,
and environment journalism, recently featured GLWA’s work.         
     Search “Jefferson-Chalmers” at www.planetdetroit.org and see
links on pages 1, 3 and 7 on The WATER Project website.   

Canals and Flood walls, cont’d. 
Fox Creek, Philip and Lakewood.
     In July 2022, the US Army Corps of Engineers (The Corps)
published a study with three (3) proposal, all of which limited access
to the water for a cost of no less than $160M.  The community
rejected that approach. Stop logs will not only destroy property
values but have enormous environmental consequences including
sewage discharges breaching Fox Creek and settling in the low-lying
area of the neighborhood along Essex. 
     Jefferson-Chalmers Flood Protection Project is an engineer
designed $41M parcel-by-parcel focused solution using
investments in shoreline resilience that create a single line of
defense against future Great Lakes rise. This includes appropriately
sized seawalls, rip-rap, and natural shoreline. Taken together, these
investments will remove the Floodplain designation.  
     The WATER Project used this concept to secure $1M from the
State Legislature to support residents as well as pursue funds from
EGLE, the EPA and earmarks at the State and Federal level.  
     For more details about the concept, see Public Responsibility for
Flood Protection on page 1 of The WATER Project website.   

GLWA Plans, cont’d. 
community leadership including
collection of nearly 400 petition
signatures.
    GLWA has been working on
this project since 2016 and the
community first learned of it in
March 2024.  The community has
consistently been opposed to it
while also offering a variety of
options to the Authority. 
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