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City Planning Commission - Public Comment 

5 June 2025 
 
Good evening, Chair and Members of the Commission.  My comments are directed at the GLWA Proposed Freud Street 
Pump Station currently under review by Staff.   
 
While we continue to track the Applicant’s bad behavior, it’s clear this tiger is not going to change its stripes.  The list of 
offenses continues to grow as they clutch their pearls, deny, effuse and deceive.  
 
• Land Acquisition – They said they weren’t going to purchase any more properties.  They have.  We can’t find the 

Board actions approving the purchases on their website and sellers have filed Affidavit avoiding disclosure of prices.   
 
• Community Engagement – They said they were going to do better community engagement and yet, just three days 

before they first shared their plans for the East Lake Campus, they distributed fliers in just a few blocks east for a 
regional project on a hundred percent corner.   

 
• Drawings – The drawings misrepresent the scale of the project, conveniently masking it behind future housing and 

landscaping, cloaking the project’s impact.  See the drone photos from last week.   
 
• Building Permit – They are in the middle of a controversial re-zoning and BSEED “accidentally” issues a building 

permit.  Seriously?  If I know the difference, their $14M consultants certainly do.   
 
• Resiliency – The narrative that this project is benefitting our neighborhood is simply not true.  The pipes are full with 

combined sewage long before it gets to our community.  This pump station does nothing to relieve that upstream flow.  
 
• Environmental Impact – There appears to be no dust and sediment controls and diesel generators are running 24/7.  
 
But, that’s a waste of my two minutes.  Let’s talk about what is in your purview – LAND USE AND PLANNING.  
 
Regarding Land Use – In January, GLWA reps stated this was an INDUSTRIAL project, therefore, the only classification 
you should be considering is M.  The definition of intense includes “concentration.”  This is an INTENSE INDUSTRIAL 
project.  PERIOD!   
 
The R-5 request is inappropriate and PD for controversial projects is an attempt to get a WIN-WIN where for this situation, 
there is no equitable outcome.  Further, if we broadly examine the purpose of Planned Development, research suggests 
this project does not fit a PD classification either.   
 
And, that’s before we recognize this is an ILLEGAL SPOT ZONE and if we allow the Courts to be the arbiter of these 
decisions, I suspect that’s where we’ll end up.  The community has engaged with the Sugar Law Center to opine on this 
matter as we seek their and other legal assistance in challenging this project.   
 
Move over, the problem with PD is the contract expressed in the drawings for their project.  But, given the Applicant’s 
behavior we have NO GUARANTEE, they’ll comply with whatever promise the drawings and contract represent.  They 
have disregarded every public process.  We have NO confidence that they will follow directives and agreements.   
 
Worse, what’s our recourse?  What’s the consequence?  They haven’t done ANYTHING they have agreed to – when they 
don’t this time – we’re stuck with it.  Unless they provide bail, we have no confidence they’ll show up for court.  We believe 
this project triggers the City’s Community Benefit Ordinance and the project should be halted until a CBA is executed.   
 
As for Planning – In 1993, the Jefferson-Chalmers Modified Development Plan as part of the community’s designation as 
an Urban Renewal Area proposed to acquire all the land west of Dickerson, but ALL of the proposed land use was 
HOUSING.   
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We successfully ended the City’s taking of property in 1998 with Clairpointe Woods, Habitat Homes and Creekside Homes 
which together represent nearly $50M in investment.   
 
But, what does it say about encouraging investment if City leaders reverse course in less time than it takes to pay off a 
30-year mortgage?   
 
I’m not looking for a prize.  But – if I hadn’t accidentally been looking at random parcels on Detroit Parcel Viewer in March 
2023 or hadn’t tripped into the Commission Office in March 2024, or If we hadn’t dug into the Administration’s comments 
about issuing a Building Permit in response to the recent Channel 7 feature – even your review would be a superfluous 
process.   
 
I’m not a lawyer, an engineer, an architect and yet, I have found all these things and the saddest part of this whole 
situation is that I should NOT be the one doing the due diligence on this project.   
 
But I have failed as a leader.  Instead of all this analysis and research and testimony, I should have worked with my fellow 
residents to ask each and every one of you individually for your vote against this project.  
 
So, now here I am.  I’m asking you and if necessary, I am begging.  Please do not approve this application.  
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City Planning Commission – Public Comment Supplement – June 5, 2025 

 
Existing Freud Street Pump Station – East Elevation 

 
 

Existing Freud Street Pump Station – East Elevation 

 
 

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE??? 

JAY JUERGENSEN

JAY JUERGENSEN
Proposed
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Freud Street Pump Station Service Area 

 
 
 

Combined Sewage from Jefferson-Chalmers  
Cannot Get into the Pipes when they reach Our Community 

 
 
 
 

Jefferson-Chalmers
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Great Lakes Water Authority – Proposed Freud Street Pump Station Construction Photos 
May 29, 2025 

 
Conner Avenue– Looking North 
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Conner Avenue– Looking North 
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Conner Avenue– Looking East 

 
 
 
 

Conner Avenue– Looking South  
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Conner Avenue– Looking Southeast 

 
 
 

Conner Avenue– Looking Southeast 
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713 Algonquin 

  
662 Conner Avenue 

  
 
 
 
 

Warranty Deed for Sale of 662 Conner Avenue 
January 7, 2025 

(By Affidavit – No Disclosure of Sale Price) 
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Web Research of Planned Development 
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Jefferson-Chalmers Modified Development Plan 

Recorded Wayne County Register of Deeds 
November 1993 

 
Cover Page 

 

 

 

Land Use and Development Plan 
Page 41 

 

Land Use and Development Plan 
Page 41 - Highlight 

Parcels 2a, 2b, 3, 7, and 10 
Designated H = HOUSING 
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WXYZ Channel 7 – May 21, 2025 

City of Detroit Comment 
 

 


